An interactive

devotionaljoumeg



Copgright 2017
All rights reserved

Not to be coPiecI without Permission

SCOTT R. WARD



THE INVITATION:

When you pick up this little journal and
are holding it in your hands you are
picking up an invitation to slow down and
quiet your life while you engage it. Take a
moment before proceeding to silence all
the technology that may surround you--
this is a time to "unplug” everything except
the voice of God and the prompting of His

SPirit.

In thisjournal you will find passages of
scriPture broken down by sentence or bg
Piﬂ‘aSC to immerse 9OUI‘SCH: inand to
Ponder for a time. Aiong with scriPture
you will find passages from my ownjournal
as | have cxPeriencecﬂ these words of
scriPture for mHSCH:. After reac]ing the
scriPture, and after considering the
tnoughts the Spirit bought tomy mind,
pray and ask Jesus to guide you into
your own Personal encounter with Him

and application of His word.

A!ong with recording/journalingyour
thougiits and ]CCCIiﬂgS feel free to add
color/icecling/emotion to the simPle line
&rawings that @ with each passage with
colored Pcncils, Pastels or even crayons if
you Pieasc‘ i you are encountering this
journal ata sPiri‘cual retreat you may even
be given an unbound copy with the
oPPortunitg to customize and bind it
9oursch after adding extra pages for
more writing or for watercolor Paintings or
whatever you may choose to add to i‘ielp
you in encountering and exPressinggour
thougiits and ]CCCIiﬂgS about the Words of

God Presenteci in the pages here.

May God bless you as you enter the
stillness of His Prcsencc-earncst19
secking to hear His voice and be drawn
closer to His heart as you open yours up
to Him.

--Scott R Ward



THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD:

Lord Jesus | choose you this day to be my
guide. 1 ask you to lead me along life's way. |
recognize that | do not know the way myself
and I've grown tired of stumbling and falling
into the rocks and briars. Shedding my own
blood is a painful waste--yours has paid the
price in full. You alone have successfully
endured this world and defeated the foe.
Please carry me in your arms to the same
righteous end through the power of your

sPiri’c and the grace oFgour interceding love. ..



I SHALL NOT WANT:

Thank You for this—the Promise that if |
choose you as my shepherd I will never be in
want! Thank you for alwags taking care of me
and Provicling for me. HelP me to recognize
you as the one who does indeed Provicle all
have. HelP me to be satisfied with what you
see fit for me to have. HCIP me to not be
covetous of those who have more. Help me to
know when I have what | need and to then
take the time I would otherwise sl:)encl in
Pursuing more--and sPend it with You

instead...



HE MAKES ME TO LIE DOWN
IN GREEN PASTURES:

Rich, verdant green--emanating life.
Pastures roll and flow across Plains and
hillsides Providing food and habitat for
mgriad creatures--a Peacemcul ecosystem
where all are depenclent on the others to have

what theg inclividua”g need.

Taking time to be in green pastures is time to
get back into nature and to be reminded of
the original way we were created to be. Itis
time to reflect on our connection with our
maker and also with the world around us as its
designated kecpers. Itis also a time to be
thankful to God for his nurture and care and
to examine our lives in the context of the lives
around us and how to better be used bg God
to be a benefit to our world. It is a time of

thankful and thoughtful reflection. ..



HE LEADS ME BESIDE
STILL WATERS:

Lorcl, thcre’sjust somet"ling about water
that is so caPtivating and cleeP. ove to see
water in its various forms and I love to feel
water in its various states and temperatures.
Water nurtures our bodies and sustains life
within ourselves and in the world around us as
nothing else can. Water is a part of us and
speal«s to us in more ways than we can count
weather it be rising steam, {:rcezing SNOW,
crashing waves or a hot drink to warm us
inside our bodies--there is somcthing innate
and intrinsic about its very nature that is in
our nature as well. Pcrhaps this is why
Peacmcul waters have the distinct abilitg to
bring peace to our souls and to our lives as
few tl'mings on this earth can. For me still
waters are a Placc I natura”g come to to find
peace and rest and conversation with my

Lord...



HE RESTORES MY SOUL:

Jesus, you know my soul needs restoring
daily. We live in a harsh world--a brutal world
who's ruler is from the dark side and he is a
ruler that seeks destruction--destruction of
our lives, our souls and destruction of the

PhySiCBI WOT'lCl arouncl us as WC”.

While many are deceived into tlﬂinking that
restoration can haPPen via food, drink,
sensual cxPcriences or material thingsnthe
Psalmist here convincinglg demonstrates how
true restoration of the soul can onlg haPPen
cleep within us when we open our hearts and
our lives to the touch of the shcphercl's |oving,
hcaling and nurturing hand. And it happens
onlg as we sPencl time with him alone in the
Places that remind us and helP us to revisit the
green Pasturcs and still waters we have known

tlﬁroughou’c ourlives. ..



HE LEADS ME INTO PATHS OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR
HIS NAMES SAKE:

| want to follow you wherever you lead. |
believe that a Path of righteousness isa Path
of helpmculness-—-beneﬁting others and
ourselves. When we choose to follow the
Shepherd and to benefit from His nurture and
care it is natural to feel a desire we”ing up
within us to share that nurture and care with
the world around us--this is strong evidence

of the SPirit of God in our lives.

Paths of rig]ﬂteousness can be
humanitarian, environmental and sPiritual in
nature--these Paths involve being the hands
and feet of Jesus in a world that is
desperatelg in need of "the touch of the
Master's hand." It is through blessing others
that we become blessed ourselves--this is the
Pat"l that Jesus Christ himself walked in this

worlcl and He bCCI(OﬂS us to FO”OW. ..



EVEN THOUGH I WALK THROUGH
THE VALLEY OF THE
SHADOW OF DEATH
I WILL FEAR NO EVIL,

BECAUSE YOU ARE WITH ME:

We all face different va”egs"clhcncerent
s’crugglcs. What is easy for one is difficult and
sometimes nearlg im[:)ossible for another--but
we all struggle-~some’cimcs ﬁerce!g. Life, at
times, can be so difficult--whether through
Pcrvasive evil attacking us or ’c}'lroug]ﬂ our own
foolish mistakes—that we feel like death may
be certain and near. Other times we may even
wish for death irra’ciona”y—Picturing it as our

OI’]IH cscape orrescue.

I don't know whg we tend to Forget you,
Jesus, when we need you most, but we often
do because of the dark clouds of the devil.
This passage reminds us, if we read or recite it
often cnough, that you are alwags with us--
leaving ?ootprints in the sand or on the rocks
or the thorns or even in the fire. You are
alwags there beside us, Ihcting us, Protecting
us and a[wags working tirelesslg to bring us

home.



YOUR ROD AND YOUR STAFF
PROTECT AND COMFORT ME:

How do you feel when you get to spend time
with a friend who is in great physical shape
and has excellent self defense and/or fighting
skills? If you don't have a friend like this try to
image what it would be like. Do you feel, or do
you think you would feel, safer--especially if
you happened upon a bad neighborhood or

a dangerous situation?

Hopefully these types of situations don't
happen to you often--but if /when they do it
can really feel good to have that big and
capable friend. 1t can even make you feel
more capable yourself and a lot more
confident when you are in that kind of
company and that kind of confidence can
even make you change the way you carry
yourself and the way you look at the world
around you when compared to the way you

aPProach life alone.

When you choose to walk with Jesus there

will still be ﬁghts--magbe alot of them--but

the end result is alwags sure--you will win via
His confidence, strength and skill-~in fact the

battle is alread9 won and the outcome is sure!



YOU PREPARE A FEAST BEFORE ME IN
THE PRESENCE OF MY ENEMIES:

Feast, Food—-Partgl Celebrationis alwags
goocl and can even be amazing clePencling on
how great the victory is that has been won. In
this case—-it is a celebration of life--eternal
life that has been won at the Peril of even our

Verg SOUlS.

Eternal death is the other option that is on
the table but for those who choose well and
follow through with that wise choice on a claily
basis--the party will be like no other that has
ever been seen in the universe and will
continue on vigorouslg and Passionately fora
very long time-—Possiblg even for what may
seem like an c’cernitg—~because itis... And
ﬁna“g, all those that laughecl at you or Pu’c
you down over the years will see you for who
you rea”g are--a princess or prince--a
legitimate child of the eternal King, the
Creator of the universe--King Jesus Christ

Himself!



YOU HONOR ME BY ANOINTING MY
HEAD WITH OIL. MY CUP
OVERFLOWS WITH BLESSINGS:

Honor cannot be requcsted~~it can onig be
givcn grecly to one who is resPectecL
cherished and loved 139 the one who is the
adoringgiver. To think that the God of the
universe wants to honor you and meis
no’cl’xing less than awe~inspiring. We could
never earn or deserve this Privilege-~i’c isa
free ghct of grace that our Father desires to

give His beloved children.

The anointingwith oil is to remind us—as
the ol trickles down our cheeks and necks—
that we are His chosen ones--the ones for
whom He gave all--even His very life. The
anointing is alsoa Public declaration for all
the universe to see--that we are cherished
bcgoncl measure and beloved bcgond
compare. It will be a truly umcorget’cable
declaration and demonstration for all the

ceaseless ages of eternity!



SURELY YOUR GOODNESS AND come in the re-created and Pencected world--
UNFAILING LOVE WILL PURSUE ME
ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE,
AND I WILL LIVE IN THE HOUSE OF
THE LORD FOREVER:

the coming world without end. Amen. ..

The feeling of being pursued is like no
other. To be wanted, to be desired and loved
to the point of being persistently pursued
almost seems desperate. Could God really be
desperate for us? Could He really want to be
with us so badly, so fiercely? What is it about
us that could cause the Father, Son and
Spirit to desire community and intimacy with
us and what could so readily make Jesus so
willingly leave the beauties and glories of
heaven behind to come and be with us and
ultimately lay down His life for us? Is it really
just because we are His children? His beloved
offspring that is so much a part of Himself
that He would rather die than be separated

from us?

Such divine love, such divine Pursuit and
grace will sure[g be the toPic of intimate and

dcep conversations for millions of years to



